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Disclaimer
This presentation is provided for informational purposes only, and should not be relied upon as proposal submission, legal, 
business, or investment advice. Its content is not intended to replace any applicable legal sources. The European Commission,
the European Innovation Council, the Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Industry and Technology, TÜBİTAK, or any member of Turkey 
in Horizon 2020 Phase II Project Consortium as well as their affiliates can not be held responsible for any decisions, actions, or 
their consequences based on its content. Although the best effort have been demonstrated to create the most reliable and 
relevant content, you should always refer to EIC Calls published on the Funding and Tenders Portal and the EIC AI Platform for 
up-to-date information, legal requirements, and comprehensive guidance. 
Certain information shared here, and the views expressed during the presentation have been obtained from third-party sources 
that are believed to be reliable. However, their accuracy or appropriateness for a given situation has not been verified. References 
to any country, company, organization, program, regulation, action plan, theory, or practice are for illustrative purposes only, and 
do not constitute a recommendation or advisory services. 
All data, charts, graphs, projections, estimations, targets, and opinion provided within are for informational purposes only, are 
valid only as of the date indicated, and should not be relied upon when making any decision. They may differ from those offered 
by other individuals, experts, institutions, or authorities. If you refer to this presentation after the indicated event date, its content 
may be entirely irrelevant. Official EU references, program implementation rules, and the EIC AI Platform are still in-progress and 
may change without prior notice. Please use this material at your own risk.
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=43121666;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://accelerator.eismea.eu/


Serkan BOLAT
SME & EIC Expert

serkanbolat.com
s.bolat@idi.ie
linkedin.com/in/sbolat
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The largest deep-tech investor in Europe with over €3B budget; total budget > €10B, 70% allocated to SMEs
One-stop shop for the entire research, innovation, and scale-up needs

Entrepreneur-friendly approach with risk-taking patient capital

Crowding in investors by 1-to-3
Open & Challenge calls

to support breakthrough technologies 
and game-changing innovations 

with the potential to scale up internationally 
and become market leaders
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ü Underpinned by cutting-edge scientific advances 
ü Constant need to interact with new ideas and discoveries
ü High-risk high-gain with slow development and fast scale-up potential
ü Long-term capital need & early stages supported by grants 
≠ High tech or intense R&D not necessarily deep tech  

“Science may never come up with a better communication system 
than the coffee break.” 

- Earl Wilson
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early-stage research 
for IP & Proof of Concept

tech/business maturation 
for prototyping

development and deployment
for scale-up & disruption

Pathfinder Transition Accelerator
Open Call: Consortia of >3 

Challenge Call: Consortia of >2 
or Single entity

Consortia of 2-5 
or Single entity 

(restricted eligibility)

Sole applicant SMEs

Grant < €3/4M - 100% Grant < €2.5M – 100% Grant < €2.5M – 70%
Equity < €15M or above

€350M (~100 projects) €130M (~60 projects) €1.1B (~230 projects)

Business Acceleration Services

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Prizes
Women, 
Capitals, 

Procurement, 
Social, 

Humanitarian 

Innovation
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Pathfinder
• Clean and efficient cooling
• Digitalized construction  
• Precision nutrition
• Responsible electronics
• In-space solar energy harvesting 

Transition
• Medical micro-nano-bio devices 
• Chip-scale optical frequency combs
• Environmental Intelligence

(Applications are restricted to results 
generated by all projects* funded under 

Horizon 2020 or Horizon Europe.)

Accelerator
• Biomarker-guided cancer treatment
• Aerosol and surface decontamination
• Energy storage
• New European Bauhaus and Digitalized 

Construction 
• Semiconductor or quantum technologies
•Novel technologies for resilient agriculture
• Innovative space technologies and services

Pathfinder
•Visionary ideas
•Science-towards-technology breakthroughs
•Interdisciplinary research

Transition Accelerator
•High-risk and high-gain deep tech
•Strategic autonomy
•Radical thinking

Applications are restricted to results 
generated by eligible projects*,
i.e., Pathfinder, ERC PoC, EDF.
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*active for at least 12 months or finished
less than 24 months from the cut off.

Source: EIC Challenges, Info Days 2023

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-challenges-information-days_en
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1
Accelerator 

only
Create your account

Go to call 
web page

Fill out online forms

Register your organization
2

3
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/eim/external/register.cgi
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=43121666;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=43121666;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://accelerator.eismea.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/participant/register


Proposal
Short 

Proposal

Pathfinder

Transition
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Open/
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Remote 
Evaluation
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Panel
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(Investment)

Due 
Diligence

Remote 
Evaluation

Quality 
Control

Keyword 
Matching

Evaluation Criteria            Impact         Excellence          Implementation + Need for EIC & Risks (Accelerator)
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In your proposal writing and pitch, 
consider evaluator diversity and 

industry dominance.

ERC contracted ~400 experts 
~80% from academia.

Others are Malta, Serbia, Slovakia, Denmark, Lithuania, Israel, Cyprus, 
Latvia, Switzerland, Luxembourg, Estonia, United States, Ukraine, Iran, 
Canada, Albania, North Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, India, Norway, 
South Africa, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Colombia, Jordan, Sri Lanka, 
Egypt, Lebanon, Moldova, Nigeria, Pakistan, Russia, Senegal, and Tunisia
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Source: Horizon Dashboard, March 23, 2023

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/dashboard/sense/app/3c8c4883-7315-4c04-b4c5-909661223321/sheet/8c370cab-9909-4e8f-86c8-6f7c07665db3/state/analysis


All recordings and presentations of our previous events are accessible on our website:
Turkey in Horizon 2020 Phase II (Horizon Europe) Project

Follow us on social media where we share on our events, updates, and funding opportunities:
TÜBİTAK Ufuk Avrupa Programı TÜBİTAK Ufuk Avrupa Programı

Please feel free to contact us if you have a question or would like to share your comments:
info@TurkeyinH2020.eu
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https://ufukavrupa.org.tr/en/th2020II
https://twitter.com/UfukAvrupa_TR
https://www.linkedin.com/company/t%C3%BCbi%CC%87tak-ufuk-avrupa-program%C4%B1/
mailto:info@TurkeyinH2020.eu

