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HISTORY OF CHANGES

. Publication
Version Changes
date
1.0 11.12.2013 = Initial version

2.0&2.1 01.10.2014 = The main changes compared to version 1 of the model grant agreement are

as follows:
01.10.2015
— Article 20.6 “Currency for financial statements and conversion into
euro” in order to allow beneficiaries with accounts in other currencies
than euro to convert into euro all costs incurred independently of the
currency in which they were incurred (similar to FP7 projects);

— Article 21.2 “Pre-financing payment — Amount — Amount retained for
the Guarantee Fund” in order to give the possibility to the consortium
to receive the pre-financing payment at an earlier date, namely 10
days prior to the starting date of the action.

— Article 38.1.2 “Information on EU funding — Obligation and right to use
the EU emblem” in order to ensure more visibility of EU funding for any
communication activity related to any infrastructure, equipment used
and to major results of a H2020 action.

= Other minor drafting changes and corrections of clerical mistakes can be
viewed in a version with tracked changes.



http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/other/mga/gga/h2020-mga-gga-multi_track-v2.0-2.1_en.doc
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GENERAL MULTI-BENEFICIARY MODEL GRANT AGREEMENT
FOR THE HORIZON 2020 PROGRAMME" (H2020 GENERAL MGA — MULTI)

» Footnotes in blue will not appear in the text generated by the IT system for signature (since they are
internal instructions only).

» For options [in italics, in square brackets]: the applicable option must be chosen in the IT system.
Options not chosen will automatically either not appear or appear as ‘not applicable’. Options chosen
will appear in italics without brackets and without the Option title (to allow beneficiaries to easily spot
that a specific rule applies).

» For fields in [grey in square brackets] (even if they are part of an option as specified in the previous
item): enter the appropriate data in the IT system.

» The IT system will generate a data sheet confirming the options chosen and the data entered.

GRANT AGREEMENT
NUMBER [insert number] — [insert acronym]
This Agreement (‘the Agreement’) is between the following parties:
on the one part,

[OPTION 1: the European Union (‘the EU’, represented by the European Commission (‘the
Commission’)?]

[OPTION 2: the European Atomic Energy Community (‘Euratom’), represented by the
European Commission (‘the Commission ’)3,]

! Regulation (EU) No 1291/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013
establishing Horizon 2020 - the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020) (‘H2020
Framework Programme Regulation No 1291/2013”) (OJ L 347, 20.12.2013 p.104).

Text in italics shows the options of the Model Grant Agreement that are applicable to this Agreement.

Text in italics shows the options of the Model Grant Agreement that are applicable to this Agreement.
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[OPTION 3: the [Research Executive Agency (REA)] [European Research Council
Executive Agency (ERCEA)] [Innovation and Networks Executive Agency (INEA)]
[Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME)] (‘the Agency’),
under the powers delegated by the European Commission (‘the Commission’)* ]

represented for the purposes of signature of this Agreement by [[function, [Directorate-
General, Directorate, Unit] [Department]], [forename and surname],”

and
on the other part,
1. ‘the coordinator’:

[full official name (short name)][legal form], [official registration No], established in
[official address in full], [VAT number], [OPTION for coordinators not receiving EU
funding: as ‘beneficiary not receiving EU funding’ (see Article 9),] represented for the
purposes of signing the Agreement by [function, forename and surname]

and the following other beneficiaries, if they sign their ‘Accession Form’ (see Annex 3 and
Article 56):

2. [full official name (short name)][legal form], [official registration No], established in
[official address in full], [VAT number],

[OPTION for beneficiaries not receiving EU funding: X. [full official name (short name)]
[legal form], [official registration No], established in [official address in full] [VAT number],
as ‘beneficiary not receiving EU funding’ (see Article 9),]

[same for each beneficiary]

[OPTION if the JRC is a beneficiary: and X. the Joint Research Centre (JRC) established in
[official address in full], if it signs the ‘Administrative Arrangement’ (see Annex 3b)].

Unless otherwise specified, references to ‘beneficiary’ or ‘beneficiaries’ include the
coordinator [OPTION if the JRC participates: and the Joint Research Centre (JRC)].

The parties referred to above have agreed to enter into the Agreement under the terms and
conditions below.

By signing the Agreement or the Accession Form [OPTION if the JRC is a beneficiary: or
the Administrative Arrangement], the beneficiaries accept the grant and agree to implement it
under their own responsibility and in accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations
and conditions it sets out.

Text in italics shows the options of the Model Grant Agreement that are applicable to this Agreement.

The person representing the Commission/Agency must be an authorising officer (by delegation or sub-
delegation), designated in accordance with document 60008 of 22.02.2001 ‘Mise en place de la Charte des
ordonnateurs’.
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The Agreement is composed of:

Terms and Conditions

Annex 1

Annex 2

Annex 3

Annex 4

Annex 5

Annex 6

Description of the action
Estimated budget for the action

[OPTION if one of the unit costs applies: 2a Additional information on the
estimated budget]

Accession Forms

[OPTION to be used if Article 14 applies and if joint and several liability has
been requested by the [Commission][Agency]: 3a Declaration on joint and
several liability of linked third parties]

[OPTION if the JRC participates: 3b Administrative Arrangement]

Model for the financial statements

Model for the certificate on the financial statements

Model for the certificate on the methodology
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS
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FUNDED ACTIONT ..ottt 12
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OF COSTS ettt etttk b et b bt e bbbttt e bttt e e enenas 13
5.1 Maximum grant @MOUNT ..........eeiiiieeie e e et e e e e st e re e teeaesreesnaesreennas 13
5.2 Form of grant, reimbursement rates and forms of COStS .........cccccverveeiiiiie i 13
5.3 Final grant amount — CalCUIATION ..........ccooiviiiiiiiee e 15
5.4 Revised final grant amount — CalCulation.............cocovviriiiiniiee e 17
ARTICLE 6 — ELIGIBLE AND INELIGIBLE COSTS ..ot 17
6.1 General conditions for costs to be eligible..........ccoviveiieiiiie 17
6.2 Specific conditions for costs to be eligible ..., 18
6.3 Conditions for costs of linked third parties to be eligible ..., 26
6.4 Conditions for in-kind contributions provided by third parties free of charge to be eligible..26
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6.6 Consequences of declaration of ineligible COStS ..o, 27
CHAPTER 4 RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE PARTIES.......cooiiieeee e 28
SECTION 1 RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS RELATED TO IMPLEMENTING THE ACTION ....... 28
ARTICLE 7 — GENERAL OBLIGATION TO PROPERLY IMPLEMENT THE ACTION ............... 28
7.1 General obligation to properly implement the action ............ccccovvee i 28
7.2 Consequences of NON-COMPIIANCE .........coiriiiiiieiee e 28
ARTICLE 8 — RESOURCES TO IMPLEMENT THE ACTION — THIRD PARTIES INVOLVED IN
THE ACTION. ..ottt bbbttt 28
ARTICLE 9 — IMPLEMENTATION OF ACTION TASKS BY BENEFICIARIES NOT RECEIVING
EU FUNDING ...ttt bbbttt 28
[OPTION for beneficiaries not receiving EU funding: 9.1  Rules for the implementation of action
tasks by beneficiaries not receiving EU funding ..o 28
9.2 Consequences Of NON-COMPIIANCE ........coiriiiiiie e 29
ARTICLE 10 — PURCHASE OF GOODS, WORKS OR SERVICES.........ccccoviiininiennieinieieneines 30
10.1  Rules for purchasing goods, WOIKS OF SEIVICES........cccieriririeieiienie et 30
10.2  Consequences 0f NON-COMPIIANCE .........coiiiriiiiie e 30
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ARTICLE 11 — USE OF IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS PROVIDED BY THIRD PARTIES AGAINST

PAYMENT ..ottt ettt ettt ettt et 31

11.1  Rules for the use of in-kind contributions against PaymMent ............cccceeevereneieneneieneneenen, 31
11.2  Consequences 0f NON-COMPIIANCE ..o 31
ARTICLE 12 — USE OF IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS PROVIDED BY THIRD PARTIES FREE OF
CHARGE ...ttt bbbttt b et st ettt nnes 31

12.1  Rules for the use of in-kind contributions free of charge .........cccccevviviv e, 31
12.2  Consequences 0f NON-COMPIIANCE .........coiiiiiiiiiece e 32
ARTICLE 13 — IMPLEMENTATION OF ACTION TASKS BY SUBCONTRACTORS. ........ccco..... 32
13.1  Rules for subcontracting aCtion taSKS ........cc.cvcverieiieresiese s 32
13.2  Consequences 0f NON-COMPIIANCE ........cceieiiieeieieses e 34
ARTICLE 14 — IMPLEMENTATION OF ACTION TASKS BY LINKED THIRD PARTIES.......... 35
[OPTION: 14.1  Rules for calling upon linked third parties to implement part of the action.......... 35
14.2  Consequences Of NON-COMPIIANCE .......cecviiiiiie e 36
ARTICLE 15 — FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THIRD PARTIES .....ccie it 36
15.1  Rules for providing financial support to third Parties ..., 36
15.2  Financial support in the form of PrizeS........ccccoeiiiii i 36
15.3  Consequences 0f NON-COMPIIANCE .........ccviiiiiiiiice e 37
ARTICLE 16 — PROVISION OF TRANS-NATIONAL OR VIRTUAL ACCESS TO RESEARCH
INFRASTRUCTURE ...ttt 37

16.1  Rules for providing trans-national access to research infrastructure ...........ccccoocvvivivivrnnnnnn, 37
16.2  Rules for providing virtual access to research infrastructure............cccoocevevvieiie v, 39
16.3  Consequences 0f NON-COMPIIANCE .........ccviiiiiiiiiee e 40
SECTION2 RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS RELATED TO THE GRANT ADMINISTRATION .40
ARTICLE 17 — GENERAL OBLIGATION TO INFORM .....coioiiiiiece sttt 40
17.1  General obligation to provide information UPON FEQUESE .........ccoeriiireriiierere e, 40
17.2  Obligation to keep information up to date and to inform about events and circumstances
likely to affect the AQreEMENT........c.ocii i sae s 41

17.3  Consequences 0f NON-COMPIIANCE .......c.coiiiiiiiie e 41
ARTICLE 18 — KEEPING RECORDS — SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION .....ccccoviiieiierienee. 41
18.1  Obligation to keep records and other supporting documentation ............c.cceeeveviveveereecieennnn, 41
18.2  Consequences 0f NON-COMPIIANCE .........ccviiiiiii it 43
ARTICLE 19 — SUBMISSION OF DELIVERABLES .........oo ittt 43
19.1  Obligation to SUDMIt deliVErables...........ccooiiiiiiiii e 43
19.2  Consequences 0f NON-COMPIIANCE .........ccviiiiiiiiecce e 43
ARTICLE 20 — REPORTING — PAYMENT REQUESTS .....ccceiiiirieininieisie sttt 43
20.1  ODbligation t0 SUDMIL FEPOITS ......eviviitirieiete ettt bbbt s ere e 44
20.2  REPOILING PEIIOUS ..ottt sttt sttt sttt sttt sttt se ekt s b et nb e e et sbe e ebesne e ebe e 44
20.3  Periodic reports — Requests for interim payments .........ccocooereieneneneeieeieee e 44
20.4  Final report — Request for payment of the balance ..., 46
20.5  Information on cumulative expenditure INCUITEA ..........coceveiiereinineee e 46
20.6  Currency for financial statements and cONVErsion iNt0 BUI0.........ccccevvvveveeerieresese e 47
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20.8  Consequences of non-compliance — Suspension of the payment deadline — Termination .47
ARTICLE 21 — PAYMENTS AND PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS ......ccccoviiiritieneie e, 47
21.1  PaymentS t0 D8 MAGE ......ccvceiece et 47
21.2  Pre-financing payment — Amount — Amount retained for the Guarantee Fund .................. 48
21.3  Interim payments — Amount — CalCulation ..............cooeiiiiiineicic e 48
21.4  Payment of the balance — Amount — Calculation — Release of the amount retained for the
(CTUE T g1 CTo N T o SRR 49

21.5  Notification 0f @mMOUNTS QUE .........eviiiiiiii et 50
21.6  CUITeNnCY TOr PAYMENTS .....c.viiieiiee ettt e e e e sreesre et e enteenbesreesreesreeseeeneeas 50
21.7  Payments to the coordinator — Distribution to the beneficiaries...........cccoovvniiiincncinnnn, 50
21.8  Bank account fOr PAYMENTS .......c..civiiieiierieieie ettt bbb 50
21.9  Costs Of PAYMENt tFANSTEIS ......ciieiee et e e ee e 51
21.10  Date Of PAYMENT ...cvieiiciece st e e e st e et e et e e ent e nraenre e reenreere s 51
21.11 Consequences 0f NON-COMPIANCE ........eviiiiiiiiieiee e 51
ARTICLE 22 — CHECKS, REVIEWS, AUDITS AND INVESTIGATIONS — EXTENSION OF
FINDINGS ...ttt sttt sttt sttt st se b et sttt e et 52

22.1  Checks, reviews and audits by the [Agency and the] Commission ..........cccccevvievieiieeieninnne 52
22.2  Investigations by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF)......cccooviiiiiiniiiiieeeneeiee, 54
22.3  Checks and audits by the European Court of Auditors (ECA) ....ccoceveiiiniiininiieeneeene, 54
22.4  Checks, reviews, audits and investigations for international organisations............c...ccccceeee.. 54
22.5 Consequences of findings in checks, reviews, audits and investigations —Extension of
L0104 USSP 55

22.6  Consequences Of NON-COMPIIANCE ........cviiriiiiirieece e 57
ARTICLE 23 — EVALUATION OF THE IMPACT OF THE ACTION .....cccooiiiiiiieee e 57
23.1  Rightto evaluate the impact of the aCtion ...........cccccvevieii i 57
23.2  Consequences Of NON-COMPIIANCE .......ccveiiiiicicce e ne s 57
SECTION3 RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS RELATED TO BACKGROUND AND RESULTS....57
SUBSECTION 1 GENERAL ...ttt sttt e st e e te e saa e e s s e e sate e s steesnteesntaeanreeanes 57
ARTICLE 23a — MANAGEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ...cooeiiiiiieiiec e 57
23a.1 Obligation to take measures to implement the Commission Recommendation on the
management of intellectual property in knowledge transfer activities..........ccccevvvevvcirnnnnne, 57

23a.2  Consequences Of NON-COMPIIANCE .......ccviviiieciece e ee s 58
SUBSECTION 2 RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS RELATED TO BACKGROUND .......ccccoeviiiieiieiene, 58
ARTICLE 24 — AGREEMENT ON BACKGROUND .....ccciiiiieiiee et sae e 58
24.1  Agreement 0N DACKGrOUNG...........coiuiiiiii it ne s 58
24.2  Consequences Of NON-COMPIIANCE ......c.oiiiiiiiieere e 58
ARTICLE 25 — ACCESS RIGHTS TO BACKGROUND ..ottt 58
25.1  Exercise of access rights — Waiving of access rights — No sub-licensing...........c.cc.ccoeene. 58
25.2  Access rights for other beneficiaries, for implementing their own tasks under the action .....58
25.3  Access rights for other beneficiaries, for exploiting their own results ............cccccocviiiiinnene. 59
25.4  Access rights for affiliated entities .........oocoveiiiiii e 59



Grant Agreement number: [insert number] [insert acronym] [insert call identifier]

H2020 Model Grant Agreements: H2020 General MGA — Multi: v2.1 — 1 October 2015
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22.6  Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, any insufficiently
substantiated costs will be ineligible (see Article 6) and will be rejected (see Article 42).

Such breaches may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 23— EVALUATION OF THE IMPACT OF THE ACTION
23.1 Right to evaluate the impact of the action

The [Agency or the] Commission may carry out interim and final evaluations of the impact
of the action measured against the objective of the [EU][Euratom] programme.

Evaluations may be started during implementation of the action and up to [OPTION by
default: five][OPTION for low value grants: three] years after the payment of the balance.
The evaluation is considered to start on the date of the formal notification to the coordinator
or beneficiaries.

The [Agency or the] Commission may make these evaluations directly (using its own staff) or
indirectly (using external bodies or persons it has authorised to do so).

The coordinator or beneficiaries must provide any information relevant to evaluate the impact
of the action, including information in electronic format.

23.2  Consequences of non-compliance
If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the [Commission] [Agency]

may apply the measures described in Chapter 6.

SECTIONS3 RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS RELATED TO BACKGROUND AND
RESULTS

SUBSECTION 1 GENERAL
ARTICLE 23a — MANAGEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

23a.1 Obligation to take measures to implement the Commission Recommendation on
the management of intellectual property in knowledge transfer activities

Beneficiaries that are universities or other public research organisations must take measures to
implement the principles set out in Points 1 and 2 of the Code of Practice annexed to the
Commission Recommendation on the management of intellectual property in knowledge
transfer activities™.

2 Commission Recommendation C(2008) 1329 of 10.4.2008 on the management of intellectual property in
knowledge transfer activities and the Code of Practice for universities and other public research institutions
attached to this recommendation.

57
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This does not change the obligations set out in Subsections 2 and 3 of this Section.

The beneficiaries must ensure that researchers and third parties involved in the action are
aware of them.

23a.2 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches its obligations under this Article, the [Commission][Agency] may
apply any of the measures described in Chapter 6.

SUBSECTION 2 RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS RELATED TO BACKGROUND
ARTICLE 24 — AGREEMENT ON BACKGROUND
24.1 Agreement on background

The beneficiaries must identify and agree (in writing) on the background for the action
(‘agreement on background’).

‘Background’ means any data, know-how or information — whatever its form or nature
(tangible or intangible), including any rights such as intellectual property rights — that:

(@) is held by the beneficiaries before they acceded to the Agreement, and
(b) is needed to implement the action or exploit the results.
24.2  Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 43).

Such breaches may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 25 — ACCESS RIGHTS TO BACKGROUND

25.1 Exercise of access rights — Waiving of access rights — No sub-licensing
To exercise access rights, this must first be requested in writing (‘request for access’).

‘Access rights’ means rights to use results or background under the terms and conditions laid
down in this Agreement.

Waivers of access rights are not valid unless in writing.
Unless agreed otherwise, access rights do not include the right to sub-license.

25.2  Access rights for other beneficiaries, for implementing their own tasks under the
action
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The beneficiaries must give each other access — on a royalty-free basis — to background
needed to implement their own tasks under the action, unless the beneficiary that holds the
background has — before acceding to the Agreement —:

(@) informed the other beneficiaries that access to its background is subject to legal
restrictions or limits, including those imposed by the rights of third parties (including
personnel), or

(b) agreed with the other beneficiaries that access would not be on a royalty-free basis.
25.3  Access rights for other beneficiaries, for exploiting their own results

The beneficiaries must give each other access — under fair and reasonable conditions — to
background needed for exploiting their own results, unless the beneficiary that holds the
background has — before acceding to the Agreement — informed the other beneficiaries that
access to its background is subject to legal restrictions or limits, including those imposed by
the rights of third parties (including personnel).

‘Fair and reasonable conditions’ means appropriate conditions, including possible financial
terms or royalty-free conditions, taking into account the specific circumstances of the request
for access, for example the actual or potential value of the results or background to which
access is requested and/or the scope, duration or other characteristics of the exploitation
envisaged.

Requests for access may be made — unless agreed otherwise — up to one year after the
period set out in Article 3.

25.4  Access rights for affiliated entities

Unless otherwise agreed in the consortium agreement, access to background must also be
given — under fair and reasonable conditions (see above; Article 25.3) and unless it is subject
to legal restrictions or limits, including those imposed by the rights of third parties (including
personnel) — to affiliated entities*® established in an EU Member State or ‘associated

** For the definition, see Article 2.1(2) Rules for Participation Regulation No 1290/2013: “affiliated entity’
means any legal entity that is:
- under the direct or indirect control of a participant, or
- under the same direct or indirect control as the participant, or
- directly or indirectly controlling a participant.
‘Control’ may take any of the following forms:

(@) the direct or indirect holding of more than 50% of the nominal value of the issued share capital in
the legal entity concerned, or of a majority of the voting rights of the shareholders or associates of
that entity;

(b) the direct or indirect holding, in fact or in law, of decision-making powers in the legal entity
concerned.

However, the following relationships between legal entities shall not in themselves constitute controlling
relationships:

(a) the same public investment corporation, institutional investor or venture-capital company has a
direct or indirect holding of more than 50% of the nominal value of the issued share capital or a
majority of voting rights of the shareholders or associates;

(b) the legal entities concerned are owned or supervised by the same public body.
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country’*, if this is needed to exploit the results generated by the beneficiaries to which they

are affiliated.

Unless agreed otherwise (see above; Article 25.1), the affiliated entity concerned must make
the request directly to the beneficiary that holds the background.

Requests for access may be made — unless agreed otherwise — up to one year after the
period set out in Article 3.

25.5  Access rights for third parties

[OPTION for trans-national access to research infrastructure: The access provider must —
unless it is subject to legal restrictions or limits, including those imposed by the rights of third
parties (including personnel) — give users royalty-free access to background needed to
implement the action.

The access provider must inform the users as soon as possible of any restriction which might
substantially affect the granting of access rights.]

[OPTION: Not applicable;]
25.6  Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 43).

Such breaches may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.

SUBSECTION 3 RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS RELATED TO RESULTS
ARTICLE 26 — OWNERSHIP OF RESULTS

26.1 Ownership by the beneficiary that generates the results

Results are owned by the beneficiary that generates them.

‘Results’ means any (tangible or intangible) output of the action such as data, knowledge or
information — whatever its form or nature, whether it can be protected or not — that is

* For the definition, see Article 2.1(3) Rules for Participation Regulation No 1290/2013: “associated country’

means a non EU-country (third country) which is party to an international agreement with the Union, as
identified in [OPTION for EU grants: Article 7 of the H2020 Framework Programme Regulation No
1291/2013. Article 7 sets out the conditions for association of non-EU countries to Horizon 2020.][OPTION
for Euratom grants: Article 5 of Council Regulation (Euratom) No 1314/2013 of 16 December 2013 on the
Research and Training Programme of the European Atomic Energy Community (2014-2018) complementing
the Horizon 2020 — The Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (‘H2020 Euratom Research
and Training Programme Regulation No 1314/2013°) (OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 948) . Article 5 sets out the
conditions for association of non-EU countries to Horizon 2020.]
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generated in the action, as well as any rights attached to it, including intellectual property
rights.

26.2  Joint ownership by several beneficiaries
Two or more beneficiaries own results jointly if:
(@) they have jointly generated them and
(b) it is not possible to:
(i)  establish the respective contribution of each beneficiary, or

(i)  separate them for the purpose of applying for, obtaining or maintaining their
protection (see Article 27).

The joint owners must agree (in writing) on the allocation and terms of exercise of their joint
ownership (‘joint ownership agreement’), to ensure compliance with their obligations under
this Agreement.
Unless otherwise agreed in the joint ownership agreement, each joint owner may grant non-
exclusive licences to third parties to exploit jointly-owned results (without any right to sub-
license), if the other joint owners are given:

(a) at least 45 days advance notice and

(b) fair and reasonable compensation.
Once the results have been generated, joint owners may agree (in writing) to apply another
regime than joint ownership (such as, for instance, transfer to a single owner (see Article 30)
with access rights for the others).
26.3 Rights of third parties (including personnel)

If third parties (including personnel) may claim rights to the results, the beneficiary concerned
must ensure that it complies with its obligations under the Agreement.

If a third party generates results, the beneficiary concerned must obtain all necessary rights
(transfer, licences or other) from the third party, in order to be able to respect its obligations as
if those results were generated by the beneficiary itself.

If obtaining the rights is impossible, the beneficiary must refrain from using the third party to
generate the results.

26.4  [EU][Euratom][Agency] ownership, to protect results

26.4.1 [The EU][Euratom][The Agency] may — with the consent of the beneficiary
concerned — assume ownership of results to protect them, if a beneficiary intends — up to
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four years after the period set out in Article 3 — to disseminate its results without protecting
them, except in any of the following cases:

(@) the lack of protection is because protecting the results is not possible, reasonable or
justified (given the circumstances);

(b) the lack of protection is because there is a lack of potential for commercial or
industrial exploitation, or

(c) the beneficiary intends to transfer the results to another beneficiary or third party
established in an EU Member State or associated country, which will protect them.

Before the results are disseminated and unless any of the cases above under Points (a), (b) or
(c) applies, the beneficiary must formally notify the [Commission][Agency] and at the same
time inform it of any reasons for refusing consent. The beneficiary may refuse consent only if
it can show that its legitimate interests would suffer significant harm.

If the [Commission][Agency] decides to assume ownership, it will formally notify the
beneficiary concerned within 45 days of receiving notification.

No dissemination relating to these results may take place before the end of this period or, if
the [Commission][Agency] takes a positive decision, until it has taken the necessary steps to
protect the results.

26.4.2 [The EU][Euratom][The Agency] may — with the consent of the beneficiary
concerned — assume ownership of results to protect them, if a beneficiary intends — up to
four years after the period set out in Article 3 — to stop protecting them or not to seek an
extension of protection, except in any of the following cases:

(a) the protection is stopped because of a lack of potential for commercial or industrial
exploitation;

(b) an extension would not be justified given the circumstances.

A beneficiary that intends to stop protecting results or not seek an extension must — unless
any of the cases above under Points (a) or (b) applies — formally notify the
[Commission][Agency] at least 60 days before the protection lapses or its extension is no
longer possible and at the same time inform it of any reasons for refusing consent. The
beneficiary may refuse consent only if it can show that its legitimate interests would suffer
significant harm.

If the [Commission][Agency] decides to assume ownership, it will formally notify the
beneficiary concerned within 45 days of receiving notification.

26.5 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 43).
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Such breaches may also lead to the any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 27 — PROTECTION OF RESULTS — VISIBILITY OF EU FUNDING
27.1 Obligation to protect the results

Each beneficiary must examine the possibility of protecting its results and must adequately
protect them — for an appropriate period and with appropriate territorial coverage — if:

(a) the results can reasonably be expected to be commercially or industrially exploited
and

(b) protecting them is possible, reasonable and justified (given the circumstances).

When deciding on protection, the beneficiary must consider its own legitimate interests and
the legitimate interests (especially commercial) of the other beneficiaries.

27.2 [EU][Euratom][Agency] ownership, to protect the results

If a beneficiary intends not to protect its results, to stop protecting them or not seek an
extension of protection, [the EU][Euratom][the Agency] may — under certain conditions (see
Article 26.4) — assume ownership to ensure their (continued) protection.

27.3 Information on EU funding

Applications for protection of results (including patent applications) filed by or on behalf of a

beneficiary must — unless the [Commission][Agency] requests or agrees otherwise or unless
it is impossible — include the following:

“The project leading to this application has received funding from the [European Union’s
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme][Euratom research and training
programme 2014-2018] under grant agreement No [humber]”.

27.4 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 43).

Such a breach may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.

ARTICLE 28 — EXPLOITATION OF RESULTS

28.1 Obligation to exploit the results

Each beneficiary must — up to four years after the period set out in Article 3 — take
measures aiming to ensure ‘exploitation’ of its results (either directly or indirectly, in

particular through transfer or licensing; see Article 30) by:

(a) using them in further research activities (outside the action);

63



Grant Agreement number: [insert number] [insert acronym] [insert call identifier]

H2020 Model Grant Agreements: H2020 General MGA — Multi: v2.1 — 1 October 2015

(b) developing, creating or marketing a product or process;
(c) creating and providing a service, or
(d) using them in standardisation activities.

[OPTION for additional exploitation obligations if foreseen in the work programme: In
addition, the beneficiaries must — up to four years after the period set out in Article 3 —
comply with the additional exploitation obligations set out in Annex 1.]

This does not change the security obligations in Article 37, which still apply.

28.2 Results that could contribute to European or international standards —
Information on EU funding

[OPTION for results that could contribute to standards if foreseen in the work programme:
If results could reasonably be expected to contribute to European or international standards,
the beneficiary concerned must — up to four years after the period set out in Article 3 —
inform the [Commission][Agency].]

If results are incorporated in a standard, the beneficiary concerned must — unless the
[Commission] [Agency] requests or agrees otherwise or unless it is impossible — ask the
standardisation body to include the following statement in (information related to) the
standard:

“Results incorporated in this standard received funding from the [Furopean Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme][Euratom research and training programme 2014-2018] under
grant agreement No [Number]”.

28.3  Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced in
accordance with Article 43.

Such a breach may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.

ARTICLE 29 — DISSEMINATION OF RESULTS — OPEN ACCESS — VISIBILITY
OF EU FUNDING

29.1 Obligation to disseminate results
Unless it goes against their legitimate interests, each beneficiary must — as soon as possible
— ‘disseminate’ its results by disclosing them to the public by appropriate means (other than

those resulting from protecting or exploiting the results), including in scientific publications
(in any medium).
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[OPTION for additional dissemination obligations if foreseen in the work programme: In
addition, the beneficiaries must comply with the additional dissemination obligations set out
in Annex 1.]

[OPTION for additional dissemination obligations for interoperability if foreseen in the
work programme: Moreover, the beneficiaries must — up to four years after the period set
out in Article 3 — disseminate any technical specifications of the results that are needed for
interoperability.]

[OPTION for additional dissemination obligations for cross-border interoperability if
foreseen in the work programme: Moreover, the beneficiaries must — up to four years after
the period set out in Article 3 — disseminate the deliverables relating to cross-border
interoperability (see Annex 1) and any results needed for cross-border interoperability (in
particular common technical specifications and software components).]

This does not change the obligation to protect results in Article 27, the confidentiality
obligations in Article 36, the security obligations in Article 37 or the obligations to protect
personal data in Article 39, all of which still apply.

A beneficiary that intends to disseminate its results must give advance notice to the other
beneficiaries of — unless agreed otherwise — at least 45 days, together with sufficient
information on the results it will disseminate.

Any other beneficiary may object within — unless agreed otherwise — 30 days of receiving
notification, if it can show that its legitimate interests in relation to the results or background
would be significantly harmed. In such cases, the dissemination may not take place unless
appropriate steps are taken to safeguard these legitimate interests.

If a beneficiary intends not to protect its results, it may — under certain conditions (see
Article 26.4.1) — need to formally notify the [Commission][Agency] before dissemination
takes place.

29.2  Open access to scientific publications

Each beneficiary must ensure open access (free of charge, online access for any user) to all
peer-reviewed scientific publications relating to its results.

In particular, it must:
(@) as soon as possible and at the latest on publication, deposit a machine-readable
electronic copy of the published version or final peer-reviewed manuscript accepted

for publication in a repository for scientific publications;

Moreover, the beneficiary must aim to deposit at the same time the research data
needed to validate the results presented in the deposited scientific publications.

(b) ensure open access to the deposited publication — via the repository — at the latest:

(1)  on publication, if an electronic version is available for free via the publisher, or
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(i) within six months of publication (twelve months for publications in the social
sciences and humanities) in any other case.

(c) ensure open access — via the repository — to the bibliographic metadata that identify
the deposited publication.

The bibliographic metadata must be in a standard format and must include all of the
following:

the terms ["European Union (EU)" and "Horizon 2020"]["Euratom” and
Euratom research and training programme 2014-2018"];

the name of the action, acronym and grant number;

the publication date, and length of embargo period if applicable, and

a persistent identifier.
29.3  Open access to research data

[OPTION for actions participating in the open Research Data Pilot: Regarding the digital
research data generated in the action (‘data’), the beneficiaries must:

(a) deposit in a research data repository and take measures to make it possible for third
parties to access, mine, exploit, reproduce and disseminate — free of charge for any
user — the following:

(i) the data, including associated metadata, needed to validate the results
presented in scientific publications as soon as possible;

(i)  other data, including associated metadata, as specified and within the
deadlines laid down in the ‘data management plan’ (see Annex 1);

(b) provide information — via the repository — about tools and instruments at the
disposal of the beneficiaries and necessary for validating the results (and — where
possible — provide the tools and instruments themselves).

This does not change the obligation to protect results in Article 27, the confidentiality
obligations in Article 36, the security obligations in Article 37 or the obligations to protect
personal data in Article 39, all of which still apply.

As an exception, the beneficiaries do not have to ensure open access to specific parts of their
research data if the achievement of the action's main objective, as described in Annex 1,
would be jeopardised by making those specific parts of the research data openly accessible.
In this case, the data management plan must contain the reasons for not giving access.]

[OPTION: Not applicable;]
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29.4 Information on EU funding — Obligation and right to use the EU emblem

Unless the [Commission] [Agency] requests or agrees otherwise or unless it is impossible, any
dissemination of results (in any form, including electronic) must:

(a) display the EU emblem and
(b) include the following text:

“This project has received funding from the [European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and
innovation programme][Euratom research and training programme 2014-2018] under grant
agreement No [Number]”.

When displayed together with another logo, the EU emblem must have appropriate
prominence.

For the purposes of their obligations under this Article, the beneficiaries may use the EU
emblem without first obtaining approval from the [Commission] [Agency].

This does not however give them the right to exclusive use.

Moreover, they may not appropriate the EU emblem or any similar trademark or logo, either
by registration or by any other means.

29.5 Disclaimer excluding [Commission][Agency] responsibility

Any dissemination of results must indicate that it reflects only the author's view and that the
[Commission][Agency] is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information it
contains.

29.6  Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 43).

Such a breach may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.

ARTICLE 30 — TRANSFER AND LICENSING OF RESULTS

30.1 Transfer of ownership

Each beneficiary may transfer ownership of its results.

It must however ensure that its obligations under Articles 26.2, 26.4, 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31
also apply to the new owner and that this owner has the obligation to pass them on in any

subsequent transfer.

This does not change the security obligations in Article 37, which still apply.
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Unless agreed otherwise (in writing) for specifically-identified third parties or unless
impossible under applicable EU and national laws on mergers and acquisitions, a beneficiary
that intends to transfer ownership of results must give at least 45 days advance notice (or less
if agreed in writing) to the other beneficiaries that still have (or still may request) access rights
to the results. This notification must include sufficient information on the new owner to
enable any beneficiary concerned to assess the effects on its access rights.

Unless agreed otherwise (in writing) for specifically-identified third parties, any other
beneficiary may object within 30 days of receiving notification (or less if agreed in writing), if
it can show that the transfer would adversely affect its access rights. In this case, the transfer
may not take place until agreement has been reached between the beneficiaries concerned.
30.2 Granting licences

Each beneficiary may grant licences to its results (or otherwise give the right to exploit them),
if:
(a) this does not impede the access rights under Article 31 and
(b) [OPTION if additional exploitation obligations in Annex 1: the beneficiary complies
with its additional exploitation obligations (see Article 28.1 and Annex 1)] [OPTION:
not applicable].

In addition to Points (a) and (b), exclusive licences for results may be granted only if all the
other beneficiaries concerned have waived their access rights (see Article 31.1).

This does not change the dissemination obligations in Article 29 or security obligations in
Article 37, which still apply.

30.3 [Commission][ Agency] right to object to transfers or licensing
[OPTION for EU grants: The [Commission][Agency] may — up to four years after the
period set out in Article 3 — object to a transfer of ownership or the exclusive licensing of

results, if:

(a) it is to a third party established in a non-EU country not associated with Horizon
2020 and

(b) the [Commission][Agency] considers that the transfer or licence is not in line with EU
interests regarding competitiveness or is inconsistent with ethical principles or
security considerations.

A beneficiary that intends to transfer ownership or grant an exclusive licence must formally
notify the [Commission][Agency] before the intended transfer or licensing takes place and:

- identify the specific results concerned,;
- describe in detail the new owner or licensee and the planned or potential exploitation

of the results, and
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- include a reasoned assessment of the likely impact of the transfer or licence on EU
competitiveness and its consistency with ethical principles and security
considerations.

The [Commission] [Agency] may request additional information.
If the [Commission][Agency] decides to object to a transfer or exclusive licence, it must
formally notify the beneficiary concerned within 60 days of receiving notification (or any
additional information it has requested).
No transfer or licensing may take place in the following cases:

- pending the [Commission] [Agency] decision, within the period set out above;

- if the [Commission][Agency] objects;

- until the conditions are complied with, if the [Commission] [Agency] objection comes
with conditions.]

[OPTION for Euratom grants: The Commission may [OPTION:— up to four years after the
period set out in Article 3 —] object to a transfer of ownership or the exclusive or non-
exclusive licensing of results, if:

(a) it is to a third party established in a non-EU country not associated to the Euratom
research and training programme 2014-2018, and

(b) the Commission considers that the transfer or licence is not in line with the EU
interests regarding competitiveness or is inconsistent with ethical principles or
security considerations.

Security considerations include the defence interests of the Member States under
Article 24 of the Euratom Treaty.

A beneficiary that intends to transfer ownership or grant a licence must formally notify the
Commission before the intended transfer or licensing takes place and:

- identify the specific results concerned;

- describe in detail the results, the new owner or licensee and the planned or potential
exploitation of the results, and

- include a reasoned assessment of the likely impact of the transfer or licence on EU
competitiveness and its consistency with ethical principles and security
considerations.

The Commission may request additional information.
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If the Commission decides to object to a transfer or licence, it will formally notify the
beneficiary concerned within 60 days of receiving notification (or any additional information
requested).
No transfer or licensing may take place in the following cases:

- pending the Commission decision, within the period set out above;

- if the Commission objects;

- until the conditions are complied with, if the Commission objection comes with
conditions. ]

[OPTION: Not applicable]
30.4 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 43).

Such a breach may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.
ARTICLE 31 — ACCESS RIGHTS TO RESULTS

31.1 Exercise of access rights — Waiving of access rights — No sub-licensing
The conditions set out in Article 25.1 apply.

The obligations set out in this Article do not change the security obligations in Article 37,
which still apply.

31.2  Access rights for other beneficiaries, for implementing their own tasks under the
action

The beneficiaries must give each other access — on a royalty-free basis — to results needed
for implementing their own tasks under the action.

31.3  Access rights for other beneficiaries, for exploiting their own results

The beneficiaries must give each other — under fair and reasonable conditions (see Article
25.3) — access to results needed for exploiting their own results.

Requests for access may be made — unless agreed otherwise — up to one year after the
period set out in Article 3.

31.4  Access rights of affiliated entities

Unless agreed otherwise in the consortium agreement, access to results must also be given —
under fair and reasonable conditions (Article 25.3) — to affiliated entities established in an
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EU Member State or associated country, if this is needed for those entities to exploit the
results generated by the beneficiaries to which they are affiliated.

Unless agreed otherwise (see above; Article 31.1), the affiliated entity concerned must make
any such request directly to the beneficiary that owns the results.

Requests for access may be made — unless agreed otherwise — up to one year after the
period set out in Article 3.

31.5 Access rights for the EU institutions, bodies, offices or agencies and EU Member
States

[OPTION by default for EU grants: The beneficiaries must give access to their results — on
a royalty-free basis — to EU institutions, bodies, offices or agencies, for developing,
implementing or monitoring EU policies or programmes.

Such access rights are limited to non-commercial and non-competitive use.

This does not change the right to use any material, document or information received from
the beneficiaries for communication and publicising activities (see Article 38.2).]

[OPTION for calls under Specific Objective ‘Secure societies - Protecting freedom and
security of Europe and its citizens’: The beneficiaries must give access to their results — on
a royalty-free basis — to EU institutions, bodies, offices and agencies as well as EU Member
States’ national authorities, necessary for developing, implementing or monitoring their
policies or programmes in this area.

Such access rights are limited to non-commercial and non-competitive use.
Access is conditional on an agreement to define specific conditions ensuring that:
(a) the access will be used only for the intended purpose and
(b) appropriate confidentiality obligations are in place.

The requesting EU Member State or EU institution, body, office or agency must inform all
other EU Member States of such a request.

This does not change the security obligations in Article 37, which still apply.]

[OPTION for Euratom grants: The beneficiaries must give access to their results — on a
royalty-free basis — to the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) and its joint
undertakings, for developing, implementing and monitoring Euratom policies and
programmes or for compliance with obligations assumed through international cooperation
with third countries and international organisations.

As an exception to Article 31.1, such access rights include the right to authorise third parties

to use the results in public procurement and the right to sublicense and are limited to non-
commercial and non-competitive use.]
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31.6  Access rights for third parties

[OPTION for additional access rights for complementary grants if foreseen in the work
programme: The beneficiaries must give — under the conditions set out in Article 31.2 and
31.3 — access to their results to complementary beneficiaries*, for the purposes of the
complementary grant agreement(s) (see Article 2).]

[OPTION for additional access rights for interoperability if foreseen in the work
programme: The beneficiaries must give third parties — up to four years after the period set
out in Article 3 and [OPTION: under fair and reasonable conditions (see Article
25.3)][OPTION: on a royalty-free basis] — access to their results needed for
interoperability.]

[OPTION for additional access rights for cross-border interoperability if foreseen in the
work programme: The beneficiaries must give third parties — up to four years after the
period set out in Article 3 and on a royalty-free basis — access to their results needed for
interoperability, in particular for implementing the results in EU Member States or
associated countries that are not participating in the action.

Beneficiaries must give access to software components under an EU public licence (or
compatible licences) and must comply with any additional requirements set out in in Annex
1]

[OPTION for trans-national access to research infrastructure: The access provider must
give the users royalty-free access to the results needed to implement the action.]

[OPTION: Not applicable]
31.7 Consequences of non-compliance

If a beneficiary breaches any of its obligations under this Article, the grant may be reduced
(see Article 43).

Such breaches may also lead to any of the other measures described in Chapter 6.

“* <Complementary beneficiary’ means a beneficiary of a complementary grant agreement.
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