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‘Implementation’. SMEs must show that alternative funding options – 
PR@E�>P�FKSBPQJBKQP�>KA�?>KH�ȳK>K@B���>OB�KLQ�LMBK�QL�QEBJ�?B@>RPB�
of the risky nature of their projects. Evaluators will also look at the 
technical and business experience of the SME teams, the availability of 
resources and realistic timeframes. This must be supported by coherent 
and plausible work packages, deliverables and milestones. 

Bidders will be invited to pitch to investors if they pass the initial 
evaluation stages. Coaching and mentoring services will be available to 
successful bidders.  

Initial Registration
First you must register your business as a participant with the European 
Commission. This is a simple process which begins by contacting the 
Participant Register contained in the EC Funding and Tenders Portal at: 
EQQMP�B@�BROLM>�BRFKCLCRKAFKD�QBKABOPLMMLOQRKFQFBPMLOQ>IP@OBBK
home

At the end of the registration process you will receive a Participant 
'ABKQFȳ@>QFLK� !LAB� �Å'!�� KRJ?BO� TEF@E� JRPQ� ?B� RPBA� LK� >II�
communications and applications for support. Once registered, you can 
then apply for Accelerator support through the same portal. 

How to apply for Accelerator
There are three steps to obtaining Accelerator funding; these are shown 
FK�QEB�ȴLT@E>OQ�LSBOIB>C�

Competition for Accelerator is tough and very selective. It is therefore 
essential that you only apply with genuinely innovative ideas and 
then provide highly detailed information and analyses to convince the 
evaluators that you should be awarded funding.

4E>Q�E>MMBKP�>ȒBO�QEB�0Q>DBP�PELTK�FK�QEB�#ILT@E>OQ�
All proposers are informed about the outcome of their submissions. 
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improvement.

#ROQEBO�&KCLOJ>QFLK
See our ‘User Guide to the EIC Accelerator’ available from the ‘Turkey in 
Horizon 2020 Phase II’ web site: https://turkeyinh2020.eu/
1EB�%RFAB�MOLSFABP�JLOB�FK�ABMQE�FKCLOJ>QFLK�>KA�OBIBS>KQ�TB?�PFQBP�

For further information on Accelerator and other elements of the EIC Pilot, 
use the link: https://ec.europa.eu/research/eic/index.cfm 

1Į ű1�)�LȲBOP�>�TFAB�O>KDB�LC�PRMMLOQ�QL�0+#P�TFPEFKD�QL�M>OQF@FM>QB�FK�
EC programmes; see: https://h2020.org.tr/en 
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RKABO�QEB�0J>II�>KA�+BAFRJ�#KQBOMOFPBP��0+#��'KPQORJBKQ��>�HBV�BIBJBKQ�
of the European Union’s Horizon 2020 programme. It is likely that 
Accelerator will be incorporated into the next Framework Programme, 
Horizon Europe, due to start in 2021.
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businesses to engage with Horizon 2020. This includes; training, proposal 
TOFQFKD
� 'Å/� >KA� IBD>I� FPPRBP
� ?OLHBO>DB� BSBKQP
� TB?FK>OP� >KA� LK�IFKB�
tools. For more information, see; https://turkeyinh2020.eu/ 

1EB�y1ROHBV�FK�&LOFWLK������ÅE>PB�''�ÅOLGB@Qz�FP�@L�ȳK>K@BA�?V�QEB�#2�>KA�
QEB�/BMR?IF@�LC�1ROHBV�>KA�J>K>DBA�?V�1EB�0@FBKQFȳ@�>KA�1B@EKLILDF@>I�
/BPB>O@E� !LRK@FI� LC� 1ROHBV� �1Į ű1�)�
� TFQEFK� QEB� CO>JBTLOH� LC� QEB�
Competitive Sectors Programme of the Ministry of Industry and 
Technology. 
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Accelerator�FP�QEB�KBT�K>JB�CLO�QEB�0+#�'KPQORJBKQ��0+#'���'Q�FP�>FJBA�
at SMEs with outstanding proposals for innovative ideas that satisfy 
@IB>O�J>OHBQ�KBBAP���@@BIBO>QLO�AFȲBOP�COLJ�QEB�B>OIFBO�0+#�'KPQORJBKQ�
in that there is no Phase 1 grant and projects at TRL 6 and above will 
E>SB�QEB�>AABA�LMQFLK�LC�{?IBKABA�ȳK>K@B|��1EB�?IBKABA�ȳK>K@B�@LK@BMQ�
is new; combining EC grant funding with private sector and EC venture 
@>MFQ>I�CRKAP��ÅOLGB@QP�>Q�1/*���>KA�?BVLKA�TFII�LKIV�?B�LȲBOBA�BNRFQV�
participation from the private sector and/or the EC.

Accelerator funding is pitched at SMEs in need of one last push before 
scaling up to commercial success. There is an even stronger focus on 
commercial potential. The application process and documentation 
have been streamlined in comparison to the earlier programme. The 
key evaluation criteria remain the same; }&JM>@Q~�� }"U@BIIBK@B~�
}&JMIBJBKQ>QFLK~ – but interpretations have been strengthened. 

In Accelerator, there is greater emphasis on ‘Impact’. SMEs must show 
how their projects will quickly take a strong lead in European and global 
markets through competitive commercial success, resulting in business 
growth in jobs and sales.  
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�EFDE�MLQBKQF>I
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FAB>P� QE>Q� E>SB� >� EFDE� ABDOBB� LC� KLSBIQV� >KA� LȲBO� PLIRQFLKP� QE>Q� DL�
?BVLKA� PQ>QB� LC� QEB� >OQ
� VBQ� E>SB� AFȵ@RIQV� FK� >QQO>@QFKD� @LJJBO@F>I�
funding.

The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of International Development Ireland (IDI) Ltd. and 
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Accelerator
The SME Instrument of the EIC Pilot Programme
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can apply at any time of the year.
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• For development and scaling up of high risk innovations by startups and SMEs
a�%O>KQ�CRKAFKD�LC�RM�QL������JFIIFLK���� ѵ�LC�@LPQP�
• Option of equity investment of up to €15 million
• Access to EIC coaching and mentoring services, pitches with corporates, VCs, etc
a��II�CRKAFKD�FP�LMBK��KL�MOBABȳKBA�QEBJ>QF@�>OB>P��

EIC one-stop-shop
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independent experts based on their potential for CRQROB�PL@F>I�LO�
B@LKLJF@�FJM>@Q�LO�J>OHBQ�@OB>QFLK	�QEB�EFDE�OFPH��EFDE�
MLQBKQF>I�K>QROB�LC�QEB�FKKLS>QFLK	�>KA�QEB�?RPFKBPP�MI>K�

The applicants with the highest overall assessments will be invited to pitch to 
a panel�LC�BUMBOFBK@BA�FKSBPQLOP�>KA�BKQOBMOBKBROP�TEL�TFII�Q>HB�>�DLKL�DL�
decision.

1st�01"-

2KA�01"-

3OA�01"- $O>KQ���"NRFQV 
Applicants will be informed 
about the result within three 
months and receive grants 
TFQEFK�ȳSB�JLKQEP��$LO�QEB�
equity, additional due diligence 
will be undertaken before 
receiving the investment.

$O>KQ�,KIV 
Applicants will be informed 
about the result within four 
months and receive grants 
within six months.


