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Horizon Europe budget

HE (MFF) 
billions

NGEU
billions

Total
Billions and % on the total budget



Who can participate?



Rules for participation

Regulation establishing Horizon Europe – the Framework Programme for Research 

and Innovation, laying down its rules for participation and dissemination -> NOT adopted

Entities eligible for participation:

Art. 22: «Any legal entity, regardless of its place of establishment, 
including legal entities from non associated third countries or 
international organisation may participate in actions under the 
Programme, provided that the conditions laid down in this Regulation 
have been met together with any conditions laid down in the work 
programme or call”

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7064-2020-INIT/en/pdf


Rules for participation

Regulation establishing Horizon Europe – the Framework Programme for Research 

and Innovation, laying down its rules for participation and dissemination -> NOT adopted

Minimum requirements:

Art. 22: «Entities shall be part of a consortium that shall include at least 
three independent legal entities each established in a different 
Member State or associated country and with at least one of them 
established in a Member State, unless: 
(a) the work programme provides otherwise, if duly justified”

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7064-2020-INIT/en/pdf


▪ General openness to international participation

▪ Intensification of targeted actions (flagship initiatives, joint calls, etc.)

Opening of the Association towards:

▪Third countries with excellent scientific, technological and innovative 

capabilities

▪Taking into account the objective of promoting economic growth in Europe 

through innovation

International Cooperation

International 

Cooperation

Tackling the global challenges of society 
together; access to the best talent, skills and 
resources in the world; greater demand and 
supply of innovative solutions



Novelties after the Competitiveness Council of the 29th of September 2020

Introduction of art. 22.5:

«For actions related to Union strategic assets, interests, autonomy or security, the 
work programme may provide that the participation can be limited to those legal
entities established in Member States only, or to those legal entities established in 
specified associated or other third countries in addition to Member States.»

This creates the possibility to exclude - in duly justified and exceptional cases - legal
entities controlled by non-associated third countries.

International Cooperation



Associated countries

What is an associated country?

▪ Horizon Europe shall be open to association of the third countries which meet
the conditions set out at art. 16 of the Regulation establishing Horizon Europe

▪ An entity established in an associated country can participate to the 
Programme at the same condition than an entity established in a member
State -> General rule (there are some exception)

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7064-2020-INIT/en/pdf


EU Member States (28)

Associated Countries (16) 
Albania

Armenia

Bosnia & Herzegovina

Faroe Islands

Georgia

Iceland

Israel

Macedonia (FYR)

Republic of Moldova

Montenegro

Norway

Serbia

Tunisia

Turkey

Ukraine 

Switzerland

European Union Member States and Countries 
Associated to Horizon 2020

NEGOTIATIONS FOR 
HORIZON EUROPE ARE 

ABOUT TO START!



Countries associated to Horizon 2020:
Negotiations started



Associated countries 
Work Programme 2021/2022

General Annexes to the main WP 2021/2022 (draft):

“At the date of the publication of the work programme, there are no countries associated to Horizon Europe. 
Considering the Union’s interest to retain, in principle, relations with the countries associated to Horizon 2020, 
most third countries associated to Horizon 2020 are expected to be associated to Horizon Europe with an 
intention to secure uninterrupted continuity between Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe. In addition, other 
third countries can also become associated to Horizon Europe during the programme. For the purposes of the 
eligibility conditions, applicants established in Horizon 2020 Associated Countries or in other third countries 
negotiating association to Horizon Europe will be treated as entities established in an Associated Country, if 
the Horizon Europe association agreement with the third country concerned applies at the time of signature 
of the grant agreement.”



Funding rules

Regulation establishing Horizon Europe – the Framework Programme for Research 

and Innovation, laying down its rules for participation and dissemination -> NOT adopted

Entities eligible for funding – art. 23
▪ established in a Member State or associated country -> General Rule

▪ other non-associated third countries, shall be eligible for funding if: 
(a) the third country is identified in the work programme adopted by the Commission; or 
(b) the Commission or funding body considers that the participation of the entity 
concerned is essential for implementing the action;

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14239-2020-INIT/en/pdf


Q&A



Funding schemes



Research 

and 

innovation 

action 

(RIA)

Innovation 

action (IA)

Coordinatio

n and 

support 

actions 

(CSA)

Programme 

co-fund 

actions 

(CoFund)

Innovation 

and market 

deployment 

actions 

(IMDA)

Activities eligible for funding – Type of actions

Activities to establish new knowledge or 

to explore the feasibility of a new or 

improved technology, product, process, 

service or solution.

Activities to produce plans and 

arrangements or designs for new, 

altered or improved products, 

processes or services.

Activities that contribute to the objectives 

of Horizon Europe. This excludes R&I 

activities, except for ‘Widening participation 

and spreading excellence’

A programme of activities established or 

implemented by legal entities managing 

or funding R&I programmes, other than 

EU funding bodies.

Activities that embed an innovation action 

and other activities necessary to deploy an 

innovation on the market. (EIC) 

Activities that aim to improve the skills, 

knowledge and career prospects of 

researchers, based on mobility between 

countries and, if relevant, between sectors or 

disciplines. (MSCA)

Activities that aim to help a buyers’ group to 

strengthen the public procurement of research, 

development, validation and, possibly, the first 

deployment of new solutions

Public 

procurement 

of innovative 

solutions 

actions (PPI) 

Training 

and 

mobility 

actions 

(TMA)

Pre-

commercial 

procurement 

actions/ 

(PCP) 

Public 

procurement 

of innovative 

solutions 

actions (PPI) 

Activities that aim to strengthen the ability 

of a buyers’ group to deploy innovative 

solutions early  



The most common eligible activities

Research and innovation actions (RIA)

Innovation actions (IA)

Coordination and support actions (CSA)

The type of action is specified in the call condition



Activities eligible for funding

Eligible activities are the ones described in the call conditions

Activities must focus exclusively on civil applications and must not: 

● aim at human cloning for reproductive purposes; 

● intend to modify the genetic heritage of human beings which could make such 

changes heritable (except for research relating to cancer treatment of the 

gonads, which may be financed);

● intend to create human embryos solely for the purpose of research, or for the 

purpose of stem cell procurement, including by means of somatic cell nuclear 

transfer;

● lead to the destruction of human embryos.



Funding rates in Horizon Europe

Funding rates



Payment modalities

Pre-financing                   30 days from entry into force/10 days before 
starting date

Interim payment

Final payment

Based on the costs approved by the EC in each 
reporting period. The final payment consists of the 
difference between the EC contribution (calculated 
on the eligible costs) and the amounts already paid.

All payments are made by the EC to the Coordinator.



Q&A



Submission and evaluation



Submission

The Application Form will have two parts :

45 pages: limit for a full application – for RIA and IA

30 pages: limit for a full application  - for CSA

Submission via the Funding & Tenders Portal.

• PART A: administrative
information and budget

• PART B: techicnical description
of the project



NEW FIELDS IN PART A

● Researchers table –

needed to follow up 

researchers careers 

(HE indicator)

● Role of participating 

organisation

● Self-declaration on 

gender equality plan

FIELDS MOVED FROM 

PART B TO PART A

● Ethics self-assessment

● Security questionnaire 

(NEW! in all HE 

proposals)

● Information on 

participants’ previous 

activities related to the 

call

NEW IN PART B

● Glossary of terms.

● Consistency on the use 

of terminology is 

ensured in all project 

phases (from WP to 

proposal and reporting)

● Extensive explanations 

on what exactly should 

be included in each 

section. 

New features in the Horizon Europe proposal



Submission



Budget



Admissibility

Proposal page limit

Substantial reduction in maximum length:

● RIAs and IAs type of actions: limit for a full application is 45 pages 

● CSAs: limit is 30 pages

● First stage proposals: limit is 10 pages

● EIC Pathfinder: limit is 17 pages

● Exceptions, if any, would be specified in the call text.

Same general admissibility conditions

● Applications must be submitted before the call deadline, electronically via the Funding 

& Tenders Portal

● Applications must be complete, readable, accessible and printable, and include a 

plan for the exploitation and dissemination of results, unless provided otherwise in 

the specific call conditions.



Gender Equality Plan 

Having a gender equality plan is an eligibility criterion for Public 
bodies, Higher education establishments and Research organisations
from Member States and Associated Countries. Be aware that if the 
proposal is selected, having a Gender Equality Plan will be necessary 
before the grant agreement signature (applicable on calls with 
deadlines in 2022 and beyond)



Evaluation criteria

3 award criteria



Standard evaluation process



Links

Regulation establishing Horizon Europe (text adopted by the Council  
of the EU on 3 March 2021)

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7064-2020-INIT/en/pdf 

Funding and Tenders Portal
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home



https://research-innovation-days.ec.europa.eu/

https://research-innovation-days.ec.europa.eu/
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