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Legal Acts
HORIZON EUROPE will be based on two legal acts:
q One laying down its STRUCTURE, RULES for PARTICIPATION and 

DISSEMINATION,
Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE 
COUNCIL establishing Horizon Europe – the Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation, laying down its rules for participation and 
dissemination COM(2018)435 final
q The other containing the SPECIFIC PROGRAMMES that sets out 

THEMATIC CLUSTERS and the BROAD LINES of ACTIONS for future 
research and innovation activities

Proposal for a DECISION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE 
COUNCIL on establishing the specific programme implementing Horizon 
Europe – the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation 
COM(2018)436 final
• The European Parliament and the Council reached a political 

agreement on the two legal acts in April 2019



Legal Acts

Proposal of regulation as of 29 September 2020:

q Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
AND OF THE COUNCIL establishing Horizon Europe -the 
Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, laying 
down its rules for participation and dissemination (Council of the 
European Union: 11251/1/20 rev1)

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/45770/st11251-re01-en20.pdf


Accompanying Documents

q COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Document accompanying the document Proposals for a REGULATION OF 
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL establishing Horizon 
Europe SWD (2018) 307 final
q COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF

THE IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Document accompanying the document Proposals for a REGULATION OF 
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL establishing Horizon 
Europe SWD (2018) 308 final
q Horizon 2020 interim evaluation: maximising the impact of EU research 

and innovation. Horizon Europe is built on the evidence and lessons 
learnt from the Horizon 2020 interim evaluation

European Commission Communication, COM(2018)2





Horizon Europe will be structured in three Pillars, supported by
activities aimed at widening participation and strengthening the ERA



Other Legal Documents

qDocument establishing the InvestEU Programme 

Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE 
COUNCIL establishing the InvestEU Programme COM(2018) 439 final 

The Commission amended 2018 InvestEU proposal to better suit the
changed circumstances. New proposal reflects higher investment needs
and an environment of increased risk.



Invest EU
The InvestEU programme (2021-2027) will bring together, under one
roof, the European Fund for Strategic Investments and 13 EU financial
instruments currently available.



The InvestEU Programme provides for a single EU investment
support mechanism. It will have four components:

q the InvestEU Fund providing guarantee;

q the InvestEU Advisory Hub providing technical assistance;

q the InvestEU Portal providing data-base for promoting projects
in search for financing; and

q blending operations.

Invest EU





Strategic Plan for Horizon Europe
q is taking Horizon Europe Specific Programme as a starting point.
q will contain a description of impacts to be targeted and

intervention areas covered, identify missions and European
Partnerships.

q will describe strategic policy priorities to be supported through
Horizon Europe from 2021 to 2024.

q will prepare the content of the work programmes and calls for
proposals for the first 4 years.

q Work programmes shall be prepared following a strategic
planning process.

q Orientations towards the first Strategic Plan for Horizon Europe is
a solid foundation for the first Strategic Plan.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/ec_rtd_orientations-he-strategic-plan_122019.pdf


Orientation towards the Strategic Plan for 
Horizon Europe
o The first part outlines challenges that the EU is currently facing

and the drivers that are likely to exacerbate them. 
o It then presents the key EU policy objectives and responses to 

these challenges and outlines the impacts that research and 
innovation should target to help achieve these objectives. 

oA section describes specific issues that will be taken into account 
during the implementation of Horizon Europe, and the future 
coordination of relevant activities throughout Horizon Europe. 

o Finally, the document presents two novel instruments and 
approaches for maximising the targeted impacts: the missions 
and Partnerships in Horizon Europe. 

o The targeted impacts are presented in further detail in six 
annexes, corresponding to each Horizon Europe Cluster.



Implementation Strategy for Horizon Europe

Implementation Strategy focuses on how 
the new programme will achieve its 
objectives in practice. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/implementation-strategy-horizon-europe_en


Implementation Strategy for Horizon Europe
Main Orientations:

Maximising impacts: clearer specification of the expected impact at
the level of a call, coherent portfolio of projects, new indicators, 
reporting beyond the life of the project,

Ensuring greater transparency and simplification: clear WP text, 
shorter proposals, less elements to be included, interaction between
applicants and experts, simplified MGA, more lump sum projects, 
better access to EIT and Partnerships calls, 

Fostering synergies with other EU spending programmes: sequential
funding, Corporate MGA, new State Aid rules exemptions,

Easing access through digital transformation outreach: use of 
electronic solutions, Funding and Tenders Portal, AI modules, 
Research Enquiry Service.



Support to stakeholders



Horizon Europe Main Features

q Developed using CO-CREATION and CO-DESIGN process

q Proposed actions FOR and WITH citizens

q Supporting GREEN and DIGITAL transition of Europe

q SYNERGIES with other programmes

q IMPACT driven approach

q TANGIBLE results
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