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Sole SMEs

Breakthrough 
Innovation

Horizon Europe

Jury
Interview

Full
Proposal

Short
Proposal

EIC (European Innovation Council)

EIC Accelerator

Any
sector/topic

High-
risk

Market-
creating

High-
growth

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/guide-applicants_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/document/download/8c9ca0e4-6d66-4d8c-be06-caa02b8d9d2c_en


ÅϵоΦмōƴΦ grantsҌ ϵлΣтōƴΦ equityto 5,500+SMEs

Å57% SMEs less than 5 years old (2021)

Å38% micro, 41% small-sizeSMEs (2021)

Å1,250+ SMEs pitchingat events

Å400+ investor database

ÅϵфΦсōƴΦ ƛƴ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ-up investments

ÅCELLINK& BioArcticΨ¦ƴƛŎƻǊƴǎΩ ϧ фм Ψ/ŜƴǘŀǳǊǎΩ

Å31 SMEs with IPOs, 96 acquired
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Since 2014

https://www.cellink.com/
https://www.bioarctic.se/


How the Accelerator Works
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Short
Proposal

Full Proposal

Jury
Interview

Grant
Agreement

Investment
Agreement

(where 
applicable)

Submit 
any time
Results in 
2-4 weeks

cut-off dates
12/01, 06/04
15/06, 05/10

Results in 
4-5 weeks

by invitation
Results in 
2-3 weeks

within 1 
month of 

grant award

after 6-8 
months of 

due diligence

Late Feb Apr 6 Mid Jun Early Aug Feb 2023

Pre-financing

awaiting 
EIC WP 2022
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Eligibility

Small mid-caps (up to 499 persons) can apply for equity-only 
support

SME Definition

Individuals can 
apply. If awarded, 
company can be 

established before 
Grant Agreement



Technology Readiness Level(TRL)

Establishes maturity level of new 

technologies; higher the TRL = 

closer to market entry. 
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Scope of EIC Accelerator
TRL 5 - 9 



EC Support

ϵлΦр-2.5m. grant ϵлΦр-15m. equity       Business Acceleration Services

TRL 5-8                     TRL 9 onwards         Coaching, Training, Corporate Days 

70% of total                     EIC Fund                VC Meetups, Overseas Trade Fairs
eligible costs                10-25% share

+ Co-investor search 
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Funding Types

Grant first

Innovations that need 
further validations before 
full market deployment

30% co-financing and
subsequent equity
support optional

Grant-only

Innovations with secured 
funding for TRL 9 onwards

Blended finance

Full blended

grant + equity for 
development and TRL 9

Equity-only

for TRL 9 onwards 
scaleup

Short Proposal only needs to indicate type and amount of funding needed
FullProposal makes formal request for detailed funding. 



EIC Accelerator Calls

DIGITAL

Advanced high-performance computing 

Edge computing

Quantum technologies 

Cybersecurity

Artificial Intelligence

Blockchain

Coud infrastructure

Internet of Things

HEALTH 

AI-driven tools for early diagnosis

Point-of-care diagnostics

Cell and gene therapy approaches

Biomarkers

Bioprocessing 4.0

Healthcare intelligence services

E-health solutions 
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Open                     Strategic Digital & Health Tech    Green Deal Innovations

Any tech or non-tech innovation

Short Proposals 
submitted to 

Accelerator Open call.

Strategic Digital & Health Tech
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Deep tech

UN Sustainable 
Development Goals

Committed 
teams

Novel

European technological 
sovereignty

European 
competitiveness

European 
Green Deal

New market 
creation

High-risk

Disruptive

Scalable

Need for 
patient capital

High-growth

Radical 
thinking

Non-European alternatives 
to global leaders

Green Deal
17 UN SDGs

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://sdgs.un.org/goals


Turkish Success Stories
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AI-based smart Wi-Fi optimization
9L/ !ŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƻǊ tƛƭƻǘΣ нлмфΣ ϵмa 

Treatment of female urinary incontinence
9L/ !ŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƻǊ tƛƭƻǘΣ нлнлΣ ϵлΦтa

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/947559
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/954909


EIC Accelerator Statistics2021

Stages June October

Short Proposals 2,300+ 4,000+

{ƘƻǊǘ tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ΨDhΩ1,300+ 2,300+

Full Proposals 801    1,098

Invited for Jury Interview 132

Funded 65                  
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List of Beneficiaries (.pdf)
No Turkish Beneficiary 

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2021-10/EICAccelerator_final.pdf


Why to submit a Short Proposal
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Mandatory for all except Fast Trackers
See if your project is suitable
Receive commentsand suggestionsfrom expert evaluators
Secure your approval sooner to plan further steps confidently

Fast Track Scheme allows Short Proposal step 
to be skipped for beneficiaries of eligible 
European programs: EIC Pathfinder and

Transition, ERC Proof of Concept, KICs by EIT,
Eurostars-2, and Partnership on

Innovative SMEs.



ÅAll company representatives who 
will communicate with the EIC 
should create an account. 

ÅOther project team members, 
your employees, or 
subcontractors do not need to 
have an EU Login. 
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/eim/external/register.cgi


All applicants including
naturalpersonsshould 
register their organization
in the Portal andreceive
their PIC(Participant
IdentificationCode) to
useduringshortproposal
creation. 
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/participant/register

